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Worſhip, #0 be ſo evidently 


this important matter. 1 think I 


earth d 

before. the Societies for R 
have read them with great Ples- 
| O ſure, 
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diſcerned: Exacelle: welds. &2». : 
his valuable and uſeful ; adriends 
in each Communion. that we 


could but love and treas' euch orher 
& Chriſt himſelf doth "and will « 
love and treat us" all ! tar be 
T bate or flight any below on 
whom T e 
fed iebat 7, ſi 
withal in Fs _—_— ? I wel 
ther do, nor can expet# mach Good 
from any inordinate Heats or Bi- 
gotry, mhere-ever fixed and prac- 
ed; as knowing well who hath de- 
d, that the Wrath of Man 
wards not the Righteouſneſs of; 
God. Sound Faith, orderly Lives, 
peaceable Principles and Behavi-.. 
our, caxdial Aﬀettions, with all fit 
s of Converſation, and 4 per- 
Za Abhorrence of all C —_— 
to the Works of Darkneſs; mn 
#beſe, Candid Reader, be ever "I | 
— , , and to thine j 
the ſake and Univerſal 
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Holy Confidence 
Wal Ls ingrang 


Then ot 7 hm, _ unto 
+. them, The God of "Heaven he will 


DI, <N therefore we his Sr» 
we Feſt build, 


Wi REAT Cont re- 
— 'quire- ſeveral things to 

| 'make them in their 
| =. appearances likethem- 

7. rouge and _ particularly ſuch 
things as theſe. 1. Good Warrant, 
that uy may: be -oſtifiable. 2, True 
that. they .may be orderly. 

3 Noble Spirits, whereby they.may 


-- work their way through all the Difh= 


. culties and IN ea which_ift all 
like- 


2 Holy Confidence 
kelihoog will pep Top 5 for as 
e Enterprize wi erve the Spirit, 
ſo ſhould the Excellence of the Spirit 
be conſpituous in the Enterppize, 
which is to be managed; by that Spi 
rit: 4: Right word feing all At 
' ons and Underta kings. are {| cited, 
and ſp/ either ennobled or debaſed by 
their Ends. For it is a ſort of pro- 
fanation- of an Four no: that 


looks well, . worthy in 
of it, to th. ſtituted to 


the ma 
any / hy Frome to the 
DS Re Unc 6 nt Cat 


and is oppos'd to Wearpef 


'that —_ wear _ CT Fn to at- 
tain atc relates 
and oinnotes IT ; and 


good Beginnings ma 

unthoughit-of anc 
rits Courage; t 

are cnn voor things 

ma in proſpeR, Irough 

Help. C. jk and im —_— 


ings all the wa rregular 
are molt diſhonpu bs 9s things. | Means Means 


and Motions pos » be ' an{werable 


to 


weary 4 


SM__C_ ww 


well iiproved. ; 
to their Ends, atid evidently worthy 
of them. No truly ſinful ' Steps can 
here be juſtified 5 for whatever God 
calls us to, he neither needs Lies not 
Wickedneſs, nor any thing forbid- 
den, a$ in its own nature unworth 
 $1:ag rg (no __ do we) 
tot ings to pals, as Ge 
ingages us to ape And therefore 
5. "Al w_ gay and 
re to God, and to the Pub- 
Good. ToG04; (as to his Name, 
/ Thtereſt; and Glory) there muft 
be ſolemn and fober Addreſſes to him, 
and great Submiſſions to. his Provi- 
defice and Pleafure. There muft be 
continual Dependetce upon kim ; 
mighty, bac well-grounded Expectati- 
ons: from him; judicious and well- 
temper'd Zeal for him; and (iti a 
_ Y uniform Faithfulneſs and De- 
votednefs to Hiar, and to the Publick 
Good as of hirfi, by his Order ; wander 
kim, as w bis Condak and overt- 
ment ; and to Him, as to his Glory, as 
6 jb Repreſtitetlots of him to oth 
vopult hit to. apſety > and 2s 16 2 
exps x to appear; and as to c 
"fit Teſtinonies of our Refpets to * 
B 2 him. 


a> 


4 Holy Confidence 
him. To all which 1 may-'addy 
$. There 'muſt be Self-denjal in allfis 
laſtances .and Engagements. As" to 
the Publick Good, it ought: to be deater 
to us than our own nal Conceriis: 
For this indeed, 1 bene 
vigorouſly, and Tucce __y 
one. way. or other, the; Be 
Honour will be greatly. our 
fetiveneſs in any. of 'theſe het 


hazard, ns may. fruſtrate r te and de- 


- feat the glorious. Und 
uh qreadfoly wrt the Undertz- 
or. .-- -- 


bs. 3. I did not ſrek to be God's 
Mouth to you and,yours to him;-this 
day: yet did not 1 | fauch withſtand 
your Offer, becauſe my Heart: is in 
$M worthy Work. For: I- oi 
| (and fo doth God, himſelf) 
that you , might have choſen far berter 
Heads and Hearts than mine, for your 


Encouragement, as 
wages 7-8 ' But 


as 
have choſen the God ſo God God has 
| ſentthe Meſſage, if I miſtake him not, 
and far be ir from. me to talk deceitfully 
» for , bim. m_ Lord enable me to 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak as from his Mouth, and- as it 
becomes the Oracles of God, that I may 
appear before and to you, (as once a 
Prophet long ſince did, viz.) As the 
Lord's Meſſenger in the Lord's Meſſage 
to. you, ſaying, The Lord 1s witb' you, 


- Haggaz.:1..1.3. For all' our Accom- 
 pliſhments, Aſiiſtances, Encourage- 


ments and Succeſſes, muſt be deriv'd 


S. 3. It looks not a little hopefully 
upen us, that ſo many worthy Per- 
ſons (rather of differeat Names than 
of contrary Spirits and Deſigns) have - 
ſo-concentred their Hearts and Pur- 
poſes, ina Matter ſo full of God, and 
ſo evidently. for him, as this appears. 
to:be,-in my moſt ſerious and impar- 
tial Thoughts... The World, I hope, 


- will hereby ſee, that our Hearts-are 


one in God 'and Chriſt, and for their 
Glory and the publick Good, tho we 
have ſome different Sentiments about 
Excentricals:. And | will (and 1'dare 
be free to) ſay, that thoſe excellent, 
learned, and ſerious 'Perſons,- both of 
the-Clergy and Laity- of the - Confor- 
miſts,, who have-concern'd themſelves 

| B 3 in 


their Readineſs to ftrengthen each 
others hands for God, and are now 
reſolved to run down (if poſſible) 
_ thoſe Immoralities, Blaſphemies, and 
Debaucheries, . which give ſuch bold 
and fatal Strokes at our publick Wel- 
fare and Renown. Wherenpan I 
muſt and do profeſs, that as thereby 
they have been moſt commendably ex- 
emplary to our ſelves and others, ſo 
have they moſt deſervedly entitled 
and endear'd themſelves to our beft 
Afﬀettions and Refj How. much 
more lovely is it 1n the fight of God 
and Man, to ſee Conformiſts and 
Nonconformiſts vigorouſly to engage 
themſelves to -caft out all the Rub- 
biſh of Profaneneſs, and practical 
Diſorders, (which is difouned by the 
Laws of God and Man, and has been 
frequently diſcountenanc'd | in theſe 
Kingdoms, by publick A#s and E- 
dits) than by their Tongues and 
Pens to e and write each other 


unwarra ces, 
ſies and Diſcords ! And 1 am pleavd 
to ſee in this Affair fuch eminent 
Proofs, 
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— in this Aﬀair, have hereby ſhew'd- 
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Proofs, that in the Church of Eng- 
Jandthere are more excellent and wor- 
> yn than —_—— and cen- 
orious Spirits may pollibly imagine. 
To _ to- build, to. fortify for 
God, under the Calls, and inthe Pro- 
ſhefts of our preſent Day ; and under 
ſuch Countenance- as our preſent Go- 
vernment and Laws afford us; O! 
what more worthy of .our Thoughts 
and Pains? what more delightful to | 
the views of ſerious Chriſtians ? and 
what more awful and accountable to 
the Enemies of God and Chriſt; of 
—_ Religion, and of the/ publick 
G 


s. 4. As to the choſen Texts it will 
not appear ſo very foreign in its Senſe 


_ and Importts the Deſign and Buſineſs 


of this Day, as the haſty Reader, or 

raſh Hearer, may poſſibly imagine at 

the firſt view, if a few things be well 

conſidered : viz. that, . 

Firſt, _ Tranſgreſliang of this 
had brought rhem- to theip 
diſgraceful Deſotations 
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' a very great account in his {ſo mourn- 


ek "2 PO ARIETeST 
- bee. Cp 


ful Lamentations. See alſo 2 Chron. 4. 
19,22, And indeed the Sacred-Scrip- 
tures abound with lively and copi- 
ous Repreſentations and Aſſurances of 
this thing. IT] GR, 

Secondly, Till they were penitent, 
and concernedly intent upqn the Re- 
formation-work, their Deliverance 
and Reſtoration were not reaſonably 
to be expected by them. - Zevit. 26. 
40—42. Exch. 43. 11. Deliverances 
and Salvations muſt we not look for 
to the Diſhonour- of the God thereof, 
nor to the Diſadvantage of that holy 
Kingdom and Deſign, which the Son 
of God hath been, and is endeavouring 
to promote and finiſh. 

Thirdly, They all grow ſenſible 
hereof: Neb. 1. 6—11. @ 9. 32—35. 
No Sins now unlamented, and no Re- 
formation now declined by them. - A 
wicked, flothfol, and - hard-hearted 
People, are not receptive of ' what 
they ſeem to covet : 'but when they 
lie down in-Tears and''Shame before 
their God; 'and Aothe themſelves with 
Reſolutions to'do no more ſo fooliſhly, 


hut 'to*walk more worthy: .of that 
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Divine Preſence which they ſo much 
affet and need; then their very 
Femper and Deportment moſt com- 
fortably prefages their Mercies and 
deſired Salvations to be near them, 

Fourthly, Their prefent Work and' 
Aim is'to prepare for the Memorials 
and the Reſidence of their God a- 
monegſt them: Neb. 2, 17, & 13; 14. 
Rfal. 122. 1 9. Dan. 9. 15—.g. 
They had now known' the Import of 
. a'preſent and departed God to them. 
They knew and felt, that when God's 
Temple is demoliſh'd, Feruſalem's 
Walls and Houſes could not ſtand ; 
for God's > rrp is impregnated 
with great Woes to them that loſe 
him. The Sheekinab always bears its 
own Charges; and where ?*tis wel- 
come, it makes Bleſſings of all kinds 
and ſizes to be plentiful, 

Fifthly , Walls, Temple, City, 
and the Peoples Habitations -there, 
muſt- be defign'd (as they well knew) 
for ſomething elſe; 1 =o 6. 12--14. 
They could not be inſenfible, of whom 
they were themſelves; 'of - what a 
God they 'had-' to- do with; 'and to 
what purpoſes he and they were to 
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come and dwell together there ; yea, 
or in what Frame and Courſe they 
and their God were to converſe and 
keep together. Hence Zerubbabel 
builds the. Temple : Ezra. endeavours 
to reform the People; and Nebemiab 
builds Ferufalew's Walls and Gates to 
ſecure all within. For who can poli- 
bly. ſuppoſe that Temple, City, and 
People, ſhould be thus provided for, 
and fo induſtriouſly ſecur?d. without, 
juſt reference to their God ? Surely 
it had been much below Nebemiab's 
excellent Senſe and Spirit, to mind a 
People, and to ſlight their God ; Fer. 
3- 14——18, A Man would think, 
that the Seventy had their eye upon 
this thing by their thus rendring the 
Text : x, 4s d'50oi xurey xs Mepoi® 
We are his pure Servants: Perfe&ly 
ſeparated from Gentile Vanities, and en- 
tirely conſecrated and cenjagned to aur 
Gad : #,, bio puion; oy and we will 
build, 'as it becomes ſuch Servants, 
i: e. pure Votaries to our God: {a.. 
far are we- from thinking or de6gn- 
ing any thing abſtractedly from him. 
Agd the Arabick Verſion repreſents 
them as ſenſible hereof, that God. 


would 


> 


would eindicn pooghnts them, his 
—_ that they might ariſe and 
11d 


S. 5, In the Text therefore are ob- 
ſervable theſe things to be conſider'd. 
x. The confident Perſons, Nebemiab' 
and his People. 2, Their grounded 
Confidence; The God of Aitew will 

ſper - ws. Wherein we ſee what 
they conceiv?d concerning him : That 
he 1s God 3 the God of Heaven ; their 
God ; for they call themſelves his 
Servants. This they were ſure and 
ſenſible of ; they thence inferr'd the 
Certainty of their Succeſs. 3. The 
Reſolution grounded thereupon ; We 
'will ariſe and build. ' 4. The Influence 
of their profeſſed Faith on this their 
purpoſe ; therefore we will, &c. 5. The 
free Profeſſion of all this; ' an- 
ſwered I, and ſaid to them. And here 
conſider by whom it was made. *Tis 
a diſcourag'd and ſrorn'd Seed in hu- 
mane view, tho. order'd and encoy- 
raged by their God. To whom? 
To Sanballat, Tobijab, 'Gefhim, thoſe 

contemptuous Scorners. What they 
profeſs'dz where z when 3 m_ "7 
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6. The —_— of on 'Text'-to 
us: | 


1. The Confident Pais: 


Firſt z Nehemiah, whoſe. MNameim- 
ports. Comfort from God unto his 
Servants; whoſe eminent Accompliſh» 
ments for this Work have. their e- 
videncing Inſtances in abundance; 
whoſe Heart was greatly ſet upon, his 
Brethren and Work; - and whoſe 
Countenance and Encouragement was 
wonderful from God and Providence. 
po on Zerubbabel the Son of Shealtiel, 

and Joſhua the Son -of Fozgdack, (the 
Prophets at. Feruſalem helping them) 
they ſet about the Temple to prepare 
_ God's Houſe for bim, - that ſo the Pre- 
ſence and Reſidenee - of --his | Name 
might be fix'd 'and. kept-'amongft 
them: Ezra 5..2.-Then, Ezra ſets u 
an [the reforming the People by: 
lemn +-- ag and proper Counſel and 
Perſwaſioh:; Exr4 9, © 10. And af- 
ter-all,,Nebemiab. ſets upon the build- 

of. the City-Walls and Gates, for 
Tony - of God's Houſe, - City, 
and -Sexvants. 3 and to —hend Shs 


UTE: F 


well .improved. - 14 
Reproaches-of the [Heathen ; Nebem: 
2:17; All theſe __— their Sea- 
ſon and: Advantages the Induf- 
gance-of iAvthority, and: from the 
Counſet and-Encouragetnent -of. God's 
Frophets 'with them'; and all the 
Remnant! of the People''in their Te 
ſpective; places fall in-with them'th 
promote” this: Work bf :God, whed 
thos accottimodated for” it; and on- 
_—_—_ 'to® it” Hagitui y. py os 

Nu But: then, not only naar es Mis 
alſo, 


'Secondly His People : with him, 
were: oveb{Eiibed: for this great Un- 
pag hr 1:19: 

: As to Ne Why their Leader, 
and the great: Promoter of this bleſſed 
Work;:ht was hearty and concerwd ; 
ſenſible of God's: Judgments, and'the 
Peoples Sins; ainted-'and-affefred 
with their doleful Caſe and State ; de- 
votional and /ſerious wirh God: for his 
good hand pon them in what they 
menu 4 more oy = the 'In- 
tere Religion, and-of 'the publick 
:Welfare,'ithan to (his' own Honour 
or \Inrichment::. Valiant-and vigflant 
to go through with what was now in- 

cumbent 


14 Holy Confidince 
cumbent. on him: gas 6 


Tone ge and Reformation : Much 


ſez,upon it, | that the Houſe: be fit for 
car -that'the People ſuit- God's 
oo there, and pa ag 


123i As 40 the People : 
mind towork; Neh: 4. 6. 'T rey ſent 
ned hams 1 onp er 

18. Their Eyes were « Amer Neh. | 


4+/9- | They were receftroe of 
tions, and attentive 16 the Jaw, Net. 
_ and they dlier*d to God and to 


their $uperiours, Neb. 104 29. 
09 The Confidence of theſe Perſons. 


1;tÞ 6 More generally ; that what. 
were about was ac | to God 
Heart : that, it was gto hint: 
that Nehemiah and his e were 
Thus concern'd: about. a IT" <= 
CoO- 


ng 


well. improved. 15 
People worthy of -him, and about 
their Preſervation in that State z that 
it was according to his Order ; that 
it was according to Gods Promiſe ; 
that it was-for his ſake, that he might 


dwell among ;them, be glorified by 
| them, and appear:glorious, and look 


like himſelf in every eye, to the ef- 
fecual reſcuing of his City, Tem- 
ple, Name, and Servants, from the 
Reproaches of-the contemptuous Hea- 
then. For how dreadfully did - it 


_ look, to ſee, a People, peculiarly 


God's, to be withont God, and God 


himſelf to be without his Temple, 
Adorati- 


and withont thoſe reverent 

ons and Addreſſes from his- People, 
and without thoſe praQtical Regards 
to.him, which __ diſtinguiſh them 
from others, af 


his P 


wound in all walk lea At- 
——_— and” Purſuits,” which _ 
now - conſpicuous: -amongſt t 
They 'were 'well fatisfied that- God 
would-ſhew-himſelf to'be- the God'of 
Heaven,” and proſper / them; anſwera- 
Hy'' to itheir relation/to this God ; 
and''that God 'himſeif would' treat 
"= as the. Servants of the God of Hea- 
'It was evident-+that he fix*%d 
anjoogs them his Interceſfors for 
them” continually to mind! him of 
them: And'that he had ' our 
'the Spirit "of ' Prayer ; then. 
T d no doubr abont God's Name, 
abour the" Relation: to him, their! by- 
tereſt” in- him, their. Call'from; tim, 
their Concern for him,” their” -being 
countenanced by his Providence 3-nor 
about . the: genuine Reference and Sub- 
ſerviency of what they now reſolve 


-But ' more particularly, ' 1, ' The 
Matter of their Confidence was, that 
God would themt - 7..e- firſt, 'they 


EIS 


God'would keep his Reſidence, as be- 
6 '_ _» fore, 


well improved. 17 
fore, amongſt them. That God 
would countenance, promote, accept 
their Reformation, according to his 
Grant and Order, both in Church 
and State. That he would in and 
from his Holy Temple be their Glo- 
y; Guard, and Joy, That he would 

ere accept their Suits and Offer- 
ings z give them ſuch Anſwers and 
Returns as they ſhould rruly need ; 
and thereby greaten both Himſelf 
and Them in publick view; to the aſto- 
niſhment of all abour them? That 
conſequently -no Enemies Attempts 
open them to defeat their Wark and 
urpoſe ſhovld 'be proſperous. And 
that all this ſhould end inthe Appea- 
rance of the Lord of Glory, in his 
Goſpel-living Temple, O! had the 
City, Temple, Walls, and Gates; 
been built; and no God there; or 
had the material Buildings bounded 
and terminated their Deſires, their 
Building had been vain, and they- 
themſelves unfit for the Patronage; 

Preſence, and ProteQion: of the G 
of Heaven, neither had their Proſ- 
na ia their preſent Enterprize 
deen really a Bleſſing to them. Build- 
C ings 
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1s Holy Confidence 
ings and People withont. God and 
Godlineſs, without Devotian and. 
Religion, how mean would the De-. 
ſign and the Succeſs have been? How 
thin the Poſſeſſion ? How diſhonoura- 
ble and reproachful the Succeſs ?  _... 

Secondly, Fhe Graund.of this their 
Confidence, "that they ſhould be profe 
gerous ; was, 1/}. God's Eminence, | 
the God of Heaven. Heaven is Gad's 
Throne and Reſidence; and it repte+ 
ſents him as above all, and over all; 
and able to accompliſh and diſpenſe. 


what he thinks fit. 2dly. God's Rale- 


#00. unto. them. How many encoy- 
raging Relations to-this Haouls doth 
God own, Nv he LI em, his 
, Portion, Children, Subjeds, Heritage, 
and Jewels ? 3dly. God's Preſence with 
them : Witneſs his Spirit, Prophets, 
Providences, &c. 4thly. God's own 
Contern and. Intereſt in this their pre» 
ſeat Work: for he deſign'd them to 
be the People of his Preſence, Choice 
and Joy, and accordingly by ſpecial 
Favours to. ſignalize them as fuch. 
And, 5thly. Fiis antient Promiſe to 
them. And, O! what Holds are 
theſe for Faith and Hope ?. How _ 
they 
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they animate and invigorate onr 
Prayers and Confidence; our Diligence 
and Reſolution, when we are called 
out to a& for God ! - 


11. Their Reſolution hereupon. 


1. We will ariſe and build, Neh. 2. 
17, 20. They fix their Purpoſes. 
They thought it not enough to mourn, 
faſt, pray, profeſs, or ſerionſly to 
repreſent their Caſe to God: Nor 
would they heſitate or deſiſt. God 
needs not us, but we need him. Yet 
if there be any Abilities, Accommo- 
dations, Opportunities, Warrant and 
Enconragements, our order?d Pro- 
vince is to be minded by us, and our 
determined and appointed Work re- 
folved upon : For Reſolution is to iſſue 
into Action. This turns and fixes 


\ the beat and biaſs of our Souls an 


Motions. Man is fit for nothing, till 
Reſolution ſets him out : Men unre- 
Tolved are unſtable ; Fames 1.8. 

2. This we will-do, as we are God's 
Servants, and becauſe we are ſo; Neb. 
1.10, 11. Ezra5. 9—11. All muſt 
be done A order from on high, in cou- 

C 2 ſciens# 
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ſcience of it, and according to it. . They 
did not look upon their preſent Pur- 
poſe and. Employment as an arbitra- 
ry thing; asif it were left with them 
whether fo build or no; or to build 
as they liſt. - God's Will and -Favaur 
were the great Enforcements of this 
Purpoſe. - Humour and Will did not 
here thwart or-baffle Conſcience ; but 
all lay proſtrate at the foot of Can- 
ſcience, as. that reſpeted God's Au- 
thority and Order ; and all was com- 
manded and directed by that regent 
Principle. Men do not otherwiſe a& 
as Servants. 

3- Their high and awful Thoughts 
of God gave Life and Spirit to this 
their worthy Reſolution ; and well it 
might; for where God is, all muſt 
be proſperous: Nothing can ſtand 
againſt him, or before him, to defeat 
his Purpoſes and Counſels, Roy. 8. 
31. Numb. 14.9. They ſaw whoſe 
Patronage, Help and Preſence they 
might rely upon. This made them 
fixed and fearleſs, and unwearied till 
their Work was done. 


_ IV. The 
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IV. The Influence of their Conh- 
dence upon their Purpoſe. 


1. This made their Reſolution to 
be rational - Therefore we will build. Ra- 
tional Reſolution will be conſtant, 
'Tis no ſmall ſatisfation to know up- 
on what Ground we ſtand ; or what 
we enterprize, and why. What! 
ſuch a God ! ſo great! ſowiſe! ſo 
good ! fo true, and faithful ! We his 
Servants ! and ſuch Succeſs in pro- 
ſpe&t! What are Enemies, Difficul- 
ties, Coſt or Pains hereto ! 

2, This fix'd their Purpoſes at 
once, The Cogency hereof could not 
but preſerve an equal Tenour; for 
God is evermore the ſame. He ne- 
ver can deny himſelf, 2 Tim. 2.13. 
They. had here the ſame cogent Ar- 
guments and Motives to urge their 
continuance in their Work, which 
they had to prompt them to begin 
it. Clear Apprehenſions of God's 
Immutability will greatly eſtabliſh 
the Reſolutions of his Servants. 

'3. This ſweetned all their Pains and 
Dangers, and ſet their ſpeedy, Joy” 
84 C 3 'l 
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ful End and Iſſue in their clear and 
conſtant Proſpe& ; for all their Ene- 
mies that oppos*d this thing, did but 
expoſe themſelves thereby. Nonecan 
be profumems. they knew, that har- 
den'd themſelves againſt the God of 
Heaven ; nor can that Work miſcar- 
ry, nor that Hope prove abortive, 
which God eſpouſes, and attends with 
a Propitious Eye. 


V. og: fit and free Profeſſion of all 
* this.” | 


1. The Profeſſors were a deſpiſed 

and | diſcouraged Seed, under Cor- 
rection for their Crimes. God had 
Jet looſe their Enemies upon them, 
and ſuffered them to lay all waſte be- 
fore them; and the Spirit of Enmity 
againſt them in their Enemies was not 
yet extint; Ezras.12, Neb. 2. 17, 
I9. &'41—4,8,11. @ 9. 36, 37. 
Teremy's ' Lamentations afford us a ſad 
Mirrour of their dreadful and deplo- 
rable Condition. ' ; 
'.2, The things profeſſed by them 
were all diſtaſteful to their Heathen 
Enemies : Their Faith, that _ 
" 90. Bo. 77 1.45» 3 . . Go 


horn 5 wt hu 


God was in Heaven, where - Pagans 
Gods are not: Their Relation to this 
God, that they were his Servants, 
and therefore ow*'d no Service to 
their Pagan Gods: Their Reſolution, 
that they would ariſe and build for 


God ; for they'd admit no Rival nor 


Peerage with their God in this Con- 
cern: Which made- this good Man 
briskly tell his Enemies, that they had 
no Memorial, Right, nor Portion in Fe- 
ruſalem. As for God's Grandeur in 
Feruſalem, and his Reſidence and Wor- 
ſhip in his Temple there, this they 
knew would eclipſe all their Pagan 
Glories And then their gathering to 
their own Land could not be pleaiting 
to their inſulting Enemies. And, 
laſtly, Their - profeſſed Confidence in 
this God, and their expedation of 
Succeſs from him, ſeem'd to import, 
yea, plainly ſpake it, that they took 
their Adverſaries to be as nothing in 


God's hands ; Neb. 4. 14. 


3. This they profeſſed, when moſt 
oppogd and ſcorn'd 3 Then anſwer'd I 
them. Something of parallel hereto 
we find in Dan. 3. 16—18. & 6.6--10. 
They acted now, as under the Senſe 

C4 and 
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and Power of what we have upon Re- 
cord in Iſa. 8. 12—14. @ 41: to0—t6. 
& 51. 12,13. @ 40. 3431. 
" 4. They had great Purpoſes and 
Reaches in their eyes in this Profeſſi- 
on; 1 Pet. 3. 14—16. & Ezra 5.11, 
12. This their Profeſſion ſeems to be 
animated by that Spirit of Love, of 
Fower, . aid of: a ſound Mind, which 
we find mentioned in 2 Tm. 1. 7. 
And it look'd well and providently 
every way. 1f. Toward God him- 
ſelf; As the God that they would 
fanQify, 'and had fo profound a Re- 
verence to : this ſpake them tender of 
his Honour, and heartily devoted to 
the glorifying of his Name. For they 
hereby were ſolicitous that all ſhould 
know, that the God of Heaven, and 
of Ifracl, had no Equal. 29dly.- It re- 
fleted greatly on God's Enemies: For 
did they know the God which they 
confronted by hindring the Builders 
and the Building, they would rather 
roll themſelves in Duſt, than engage 
their Tongues or Hands againſt that 
Being which ſo infinitely tranſcends 
them. 3dly. It look'd greatly at the 
#ce captive, but now returning Jews. 
jb 34* , "bb L It 


well improved, - 2s 
It miniſtred to their continual Encou- 
ragement, that the' God of Heaven 
was even riding in the heights of Hea- 
yen, to bring them to, and fix them 
in their own Land and City, and to 
enable them to compleat their under- 
taken Work.  4thly. It look'd great- 
ly at this great Profeſſor, Nehemiaþb 
himſelf: for his Profeſſion made it 
ctear how much he valued himſelf, 
and promiſed to his People and him- 
ſelf from his Relation to this God, 
and from the ConduQ, Government, 
and Kindneſs of this God to him, 
whom he had choſen to carry on this 
Work. 5thly. It look*d greatly at 
their approaching Privileges and in- 
ſtant Mercies; This is our God, who 
is the God of Heaven, And O the 
ſparklings of his heavenly Glory, 
which we ſhall ſee to our great Benefit 
and Pleaſyre in the great Glories of his 
rebuilt Temple, and repaired Walls 
and City! 6thly. This look'd greatly 
at their preſent Work; for it was 
= own concoQing and digeſting of 
111 thoſe Miniſtries to their Courage 
and Endeavours, of which their Senſe 
of Gcd was as the Life and Strength. 
oo " | Their 
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Their Hearts would faint, their Hands 

row feeble, their Thoughts would 

, confounded, their ExpeSations 
would be baffled, and their Spirits 
ſtript of Courage; were not all theſe 
reviv'd upon them by this great Name, 
which they ſo pertinently and pru- 
dently profeſs'd. 7thly. This look*d 
greatly at - their own endanger'd 

rame. Their Enemies were many, 
they themſelves but few. Their Ene- 
mies were crafty, buſy, and malig- 
nant, whereby they were but as 
Sheep amongſt the Wolves. But 
when they ſet this God againſt their 
Enemies, they readily could conclude, 
that all their Enemies would be found 
Liars, as to God and them. And, 
8:hly. It look'd as greatly at that Re- 
formation which muſt -be vigorouſly 
carried on in order to their getting, 
keeping, pleaſing, and honouring 
their God. They knew that the re- 
fining of Mens Spirits, and the re- 
forming of their Lives, were as re- 
moving Mountains, and as raiſing Per- 
ſons from the Dead. It is no eaſy 
Enterprize to oppoſe Sinners againſt 
their Intereſts, and againſt their 
ſtrong 


Grrong Corruptions; and to bring 
Men. off from all their darling Luſts 
and - Follies. . But when they knew 
_ the bag ain or oy, _ 
them ſtrong and proſperous ; what- 
ever might appear exceeding diffi 
cult, could not be thought impoſlible. 


VI. The DoQrinal Import of this 


to us. 


DoF. 1. That which the God of 
Heaven will proſper in their _ 
his Servants ſhould reſolve on and 
promote, Be the thing enterprized 
never { difficult, coſtly, or unlikely 
to ſucceed in humane thought or view, 
yetif God order it, and expett it from 
us, as we are his Servants; and if he 
intimates his 31) an to ſucceed us, 
we mult not be diſcouraged or remiſs. 
This great and glorious Undertaking 
to repair the Temple, City, Walls, 
and to reform the People, how intri- 
cate and perplexing was it found 
when once engag'd in by Zerubbabel, 
TFaſbua, Ezra, Nebemiab, and all the 
Remnant of the People ! Contemptu- 
ous Scorners deſpis'd them, and re- 
Sei | proach'd 
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proach'd them : Pretenders offer to 
work with them, with the greater 
Snbtlety and Secreſy, to confound and 
hinder them :* The People of the Land 
=: pak them, and hire Counſellors to 
fruſtrate this their purpoſe : Theſe 
(in confederacy with others) miſre- 
preſent them to the King : and they 
provoke him to reverſe his Order 
1\ved out to build ; and they accord- 
ingly prevail... And thus the Work 
was made to ceaſe by Force and Pow- 
er; Ezraq4. When they obtain'd a+ 
new Commiſſion from the God of 
Heaven (or rather the Revival of a 
former Order) by Haggai and Zecha- 
riah, God's Prophets ; this alſo was 
enquired into, cenſur'd, and inform'd 
againſt by Tatnai, and Shetbar-Boznai 
but yet the Elders kept up their Spi- 
-. rit, Purpoſe, and Profeſſion ; and 
they went on boldly in their Work. 
After this they had mercenary Per- 
ſons, who 'by Prophecies and crafty 
Infinuations of inſtant Enemies and 
Dangers, endeavour®d to obſtrut 
their Progreſs; and all this under 
great pretence of Friendſhip, ' tho 
they deſign'd hereby to influence 
| theſe 
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Builders and Reformers. into a. 


of God, a contraQing, a Diſ- 


honour to themſelves, and. turning . 


ſcandalous to the People :- Yet not- 


withſtanding. this, the Wall was fi-. 


niſhed. - And (if ſome fay true) a 
Counter-Temple and Religion at $a- 


maria was adviſed to, to divide them : 


which was accordingly accompliſh'd, 
as Joſezbus tells us, Jud. pie kb. 11. 
cap. 8. And Manaſſeb Civks was 
Grandehild to Elia/hib the High Prieſt, 
and Son-in-law to Santalat) was 
' made their Prieſt, by the Solicitation 
of Sanballat, that ſo Manaſſeb might 
not put away  Sanballat's Daughter, 
his Wife, as the Elders of the Jews 


required. See Biſhop U/ber's Annat.- 


4d Aun., 4.381. ex Foſepbo. Hence all 
revolted thither who would not quit 
their ſtrange Wives. From all this 
*tis moſt evident, that theſe, in con- 
ſcience of their Duty to God, and of 


their Encouragements from God, went - 


on to build ; and that they look*d up- 
on all their Enemies and Afﬀronts but 
as the Trial of their Faith and Cou- 


rage. And this, in the DoQrine of 


it, reaches us, who have this day diſ- 
cerw'd 


/ 
\. 
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cern'd our Duty, ny Oe ed itz. 
afd who here preſent onr ſelves by 
fore the Lord, to bewail the Demo- 
liſhments of onr Walls and Temple, 
ahd oor Reproaches conſequent there- 
pon; to conſider and confeſs onr 
ins, whoſe Sinfalnefs is ſo viſible in 
theſe oor Defolations ; to profeſs onr 
concurrent folemn Reſolutions, to ſet 


yp ett nk to intreat 
od's Bleſſing upon © our purpofed 
and commenced Reformations; and ts 
make known to all, our Relation to 
God, our Confidence in him, ovr Zeal 
for im, our Dependence on him, and 
eur great Expeftations from him : 
and to teſtify to all; in whom, in 
what, and to what purpoſes we (tho 
differing in Sentiments as to ſonie 
ſmaller things of ritual Conſideration 
and Concern) do now unite as Bre- 
thren, to love, encourage, and aſlift 
each other, as one in God and Chriſt, 
to run down Immoralities, and to re- 
duce Men to that viſibly orderly Be- 
haviour which may conciliate to our 
Religion (our Chriſtianity) its juſt 
and genuine Repntation ; and to 
make us Proteſtants more — 
an 
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and leſs ſcandalous eyen'in the eyes of 
Rome-it! felf. "And _—_ be dif- 
couraged mattem 
ing to reſcue Fd Religio 
Antichriſtian, ' Papal World ? What 
can be more of God than what is for 
him ? And'what can be 'more for God 
than GE _ ? And when' can 
we expe& tus' Preſence, Patronage, 
ele rnb) and our: Succeſs from 
him, if vt when we become all Spi- 
rit and Vigour againſt what he hath 
ſo frequently and y remonſtra- 
ted unto; and for what he hath told 
us, that he has prepared a Hell ; and 
upon what he hath left upon Record, 
the Hiſtory of ſo many executed (and 
thoſe ſo very tremendous) Judg- 
ments ? By which ?*tis evident what 
he hath moſt eſpouſed, and doth ſo 
evidently ſet his Heart npon. No 
Man (I hope) of a greater Latitnde 
and Candour for free Thoughts, and 
Searches, and Expreſlions, than my 
ſelf, when I ſee them attended with 
fit Modeſty and Self-ſuſpicion, and a 
trueevident Concern for ſerious Deal- 
ings with God, and for —_— 
riſ- 


- OUT 


ar things. Coq ona I 
r Il am diſtruſtfu own 4 
man the 'Weakneſs Weatack whereof doc 

colt me many a ſerious, 
bling Thought, 'in IEC wr pom 
and:1n Converſation. Yet:ather Mens 
Paſſions and diſcouraging/'Reflefions 
upon me, will never” make'my Judg-' 
ment better; tho. they. fill my. Heart 
with Grief, and force me ito lament' 
my ſelf, and to refer them to them- 
ſelves, 'and - to their Judg and mine.” 
But yet 1 ſee no reaſon: that bold- 
faced Atheiſm, Infidelity, Anti-ſcrip- 
turiſm, and the daring ridiculing of 
the Eternal-Word and Son of God, 
ſhould eſcape their deſerved Cenſures, 
fo far as liable thereunto by the Laws 
of God and Man. For of ſuch things 
I hear from others, tho I: have mer 
with none my ſelf. I would not have 
every Objeftion,modeſtly and diſcreet. 
ly offer'd, and cloſely urg'd in its full 
Strength in order to its fit Reſolution, 
to be accounted culpable.- Modeſt In- 
quiries and Propoſals are vaſtly diffe- 
reat from jnduſtrious deſign'd Propa- 
gations 
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